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SUBJECT:FRENCH AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON ABRASIMOV 

SUMMARY: 

DURING THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR'S RETURN CALL ON SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR TO THE GDR ABRASIMOV ON MAY 21, THE MAIN 
TOPICS DISCUSSED WERE SECRETARY KISSINGER'S VISIT TO 
WEST BERLIN AND THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. THE FRENCH DCM HAS GIVEN US AN ACCOUNT OF THE RETURN 
CALL PAID BY HIS AMBASSADOR ON SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO THE 
GDR ABRASIMOV ON MAY 21 A SCANT TWO HOURS AFTER SECRETARY 
KISSINGER HAD CONCLUDED HIS ADDRESS BEFORE THE WEST BERLIN 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

2. THE SECRETARY'S VISIT. 
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ABRASIMOV EXPRESSED HIMSELF AS "COMPLETELY SATISF IED " WITH 
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SECRETARY KISSINGER'S SPEECH IN BERLIN, ADDING THAT HE 

WAS PARTICULARLY PLEASED WITH THE REFERENCES TO THE 

QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT AND ITS SIGNATORIES. THAT 

SECRETARY KISSINGER SHOULD HAVE ACCEPTED AN INVITATION 

TO VISIT WEST BERLIN WAS "NORMAL" AND "NO PROBLEM" TO 

THE SOVIET UNION. THE PRESENCE OF FRG FONMIN GENSCHER, HOWEVER, 

CONSTITUTED "AN INTOLERABLE INTERFERENCE OF THE FRG IN 

BERLIN AFFAIRS. "ABRASIMOV SAID THAT MOSCOW 

WILL PROTEST GENSCHER S PRESENCE IN BERLIN FORMALLY, BUT 

GAVE NO INDICATION AS TO WHICH CHANNELS WOULD BE USED. 

3. QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT 

ABRASIMOV REVIEWED THE HISTORY OF THE QUADRIPARTITE 
AGREEMENT AT SOME LENGTH, PLACING EMPHASIS ON SAUVAGNARGUES 1 
CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. THE TWO POINTS 
THAT ABRASIMOV DREW FROM THIS REVIEW WERE THAT THE 
QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT APPLIES TO WEST BERLIN ONLY; 

"BERLIN" HAD BEEN THE CAPITAL OF THE GDR 

LONG BEFORE THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT. THIS CAPITAL AS 

ESTABLISHED IN THE SOVIET SECTOR OF THE CITY, 

WHICH NO LONGER EXISTS. 

4. VICE PRIME MINISTER TENG'S VISIT TO PARIS 

ABRASIMOV NEXT COMMENTED UPON THE RECENT VISIT TO PARIS 
OF PRC VICE PRIME MINISTER TENG, SAYING THAT HE KNEW 
TENG PERSONALLY AND HAD SEEN HIM IN MOSCOW. ABRASIMOV 
SAID IT WAS THE SOVIET REVOLUTION THAT MADE THE 
CHINESE REVOLUTION POSSIBLE. HE CHARACTERIZED THE 
TENG VISIT AS WITHIN THE SPIRIT OF DETENTE, A SPIRIT 
HE STRONGLY FAVORED. 

5. FRG/GDR RELATIONS 

ABRASIMOV REMARKED BRIEFLY ON THE CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN THE FRG/GDR, MAKING THE COMMENT THAT THEY WERE 
GOING "IN A GOOD DIRECTION". HE EXPRESSED SATISFACTION 
WITH GDR DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER NIER'S RECENT VISITS 
TO WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 
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6. 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE-DAY 

THE RECENT CELEBRATION IN EAST BERLIN OF THE 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF V-E DAY HAD GONE WELL, ABRASIMOV SAID. 

HE DIRECTED DE CHALVRON'S ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT THERE 
HAD BEEN "NO/FALSE NOTES" IN ANY OF THE REMARKS MADE 
BY VARIOUS SOVIET SPEAKERS DURING THESE CELEBRATIONS. 
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ABRASIMOV SAID HE HOPED THE FRENCH HAD OBSERVED THAT THE 
SOVIETS HAD MADE REFERENCE TO THE ALLIED ROLE IN WORLD WAR II. 
HE THEN SAID OF THE GDR IN THE CONTEST OF THESE 
FESTIVITIES THAT "IT HAS BEEN DIFFICULT FOR THOSE WHO 
CELEBRATE LIBERATION FROM FASCISM NOT TO BE ABLE TO 
CELEBRATE THE VICTORY OF THE WAR". ABRASIMOV 
EXPRESSED HIS REGRET AT THE FRENCH DECISION TO DIS- 
CONTINUE THE OBSERVANCE OF VE DAY ANNIVERSARIES. 

7. COMMENT 

AMBASSADOR DE CHALVRON CHARACTERIZED THE ATMOSPHERE 
OF HIS CALL, WHICH LASTED APPROXIMATELY ONE AND A HALF 
HOURS, AS FRIENDLY THROUGHOUT. ABRASIMOV'S ATTENTION 
SEEMED TO BE PRIMARILY ON THE RECENT REMARKS OF THE 
SECRETARY IN BERLIN, AND THE DIFFICULTIES POSED BY THE 
PRESENCE THERE OF GENSCHER. COOPER 
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